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with pig iron from Colebrookdale furnace. Green Lane forge, on
Perkiomen 'creek, twenty miles north of Norristown, was built in
1733 by Thomas Mayberry. The workmen employed here were at
one time chiefly negro slaves. This forge was supplied with pig
iron from Durham furnace before 1747. Eev. George Michael
Weiss is said to have owned it before 1763. Glasgow and Green
Lane forges were in operation down to the middle of the present
century. Bedding furnace, on. French creek, which was undoubt-
edly the second of the name, was built by Samuel Nutt and William
Branson in 1735-6; Warwick furnace, also on French creek, by
Samuel Nutt's widow, in 1737; Mount Pleasant furnace, on Perki-
omen creek, thirteen miles above Pottstown, by Thomas Potts, Jr.,
in 1738; Cornwall furnace; in Lebanon county, by Peter Grubb,
in 1742; Elizabeth furnace, in Lancaster county, about 1750.
Mount Pleasant forge, built after the. furnace, was in operation
as late as 1856. Elizabeth furnace continued in operation until
1856, about one hundred years, when it was abandoned by its
owner, Hon. G. Dawson Coleman, for want of wood.

The history of this old furnace has been shrouded in so much
obscurity and is withal so interesting that we are gratified in being
able to present a circumstantial account of it. We introduce this
account by reproducing the following narrative, written by "Robert
Coleman, grandfather of Hon. G. Dawson Coleman, to whom we are
indebted for a copy of it from the family records.

Some time previous to the year 1755 Jacob Huber, who then owned the
tract of land upon which these works now stand, erected a small furnace there.
Like all other new undertakings of this kind, commenced and conducted with
but small experience of the business, Huber soon found it expedient to dispose
of his establishment. Accordingly he parted with all his estate in the furnace
tract, and such other lands as he had acquired, to a company composed of
Henry William Stiegel,, Charles Stedman, and Alexander Stedman. The
Stedmans living at a distance, Stiegel became the active owner and manager
of the estate. He accordingly took possession in the year 1757, erected a new
furnace, and carried on the works for the space of about eighteen years, during
which period he acquired for the use of the company a considerable addition
to the furnace lands, and also made some purchases in his own right. In the
meantime Mr. Stiegel became embarrassed in his circumstances^ He fell
largely in debt to Daniel Bennezet, of Philadelphia, for the security of which
debt he mortgaged all his undivided third part of the Elizabeth furnace estate
to Mr. Bennezet, and not having paid the money proceedings were had upon
the mortgage; a levari facias issued upon a judgment obtained thereupon, by
virtue of which a sale was made by John Perree, Esq., high sheriff of Lan-
caster county, to Daniel Bennezet, the mortgagee, who received a deed for the